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Men, Feminism & Reclaiming (Part 1)
by Jody Logan

“Feminism is the radical notion that women are people, too.”

A student I know asked a fellow
teacher, “Why aren’t there more men
involvedin Reclaiming?” (i.e. teaching,
planning and leading ritual). I have pon-
dered this question for some time. There
are some immediate answers, such as
that there just aren’t many men putting
in the time to plan meetings, collective
meetings, cell meetings. Buttherearen’t
a tremendous number of women doing
those things either. It’s true that Re-
claiming is a Goddess-centered, earth-
based spirituality and this is embraced
by many women fleeing the patriarchal
images and dogma of “traditional” reli-
gion (Christianity primarily, as well as
Judaism and Islam). But many men have
also fled these patriarchal systems to
embrace the old ways. So why is there a
lack of men involved in the leadership
of our community?

Isearched for deeperreasons for years
before wondering, is it because we are
also feminist based? No, it couldn’t be
that, I told myself. But I began to re-
member some of my feelings as a man
when I first began coming to Reclaim-
ing events. I sometimes felt excluded
because some classes and rituals were
for women only. I felt excluded because
of what lies between my legs. I couldn’t
understand. And though I came to ac-
knowledge that there needed to be
women-only space, I still didn’t under-
stand why.

Two years later, [ arrived at the Ne-

vada Nuclear Test Site with my affinity
group. We had joined an encampment
across the highway from the site en-
trance for a week of nonviolent protest.
And thoughI was part of a queer minor-
ity at the camp, I felt comfortable. I felt
I was safe here because I assumed that
these people were enlightened (for lack
of a better term) and free from
homophobic, sexist, anti-Semitic and
racist attitudes. I was devastated to learn
that I was wrong.

On the second or third morning, we
were standing in the pre-breakfast circle.
Announcements were made for upcom-
ing events, thanks were given, and re-
quests were made for labor shifts. There
was a women'’s encampment just over
the hill. There would be a non-violence
training at such and such time. There
was going to be amen’s circle that night
later, and so on. Then he said, “I hope
there aren’t going to be any fruits at the
men’s circle ‘cause I ain’t gonna get
naked if there’s any fruits around. I
don’t want any fruits looking at me.” I
started to shake. Tears came to my eyes.
I wanted to speak but was afraid to say
the only thought which flooded my mind,
a simple four-letter word followed by a
three-letter word. ButIdidn’t want to be
lectured by some heterosexual pacifist
do-gooder telling me that my comment
was aggressive and violent. I suppose
the truth is more that I feared confronta-
tion and conflict, so I said nothing. I
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wanted to leave. I wanted to be around
only other queers. I wanted a queer-only
camp so that I didn’t have to deal with
this kind of crap! And suddenly, I un-
derstood

I wanted to isolate, surround myself
only with people like me. And thoughI
perceived this as potentially unhealthy,
I realized that there are reasons why we
often like being with others like our-
selves. As a queer around other queers,
I feel supported, feel that I am not alone
in having to put up with jerks. When I
was coming out as queer, this support
helped me to be proud instead of
ashamed. It helped me to find celebra-

tion and power where there had been
fear.

In the end, I realized that women’s
classes and rituals or women-only space
wasn’t about me (duh!); it wasn’t about
excluding me, if was about women! I
realized that women-only space was
about women supporting women, help-
ing each other to find strength to deal
with the jerks. It is about finding pride
and celebration and power where there
may have been shame and/or fear. And
where I, as a man, once felt excluded, I
now feel proud—proud to know that
others are finding their pride, power and
celebrating themselves.

(Part II will appear in the Autumn issue of the newsletter.)
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Passages

“The  Green  Season”
by Robin Weaver

The unlikely feeds us. One Friday in the irrepressible month of May, out-of-season
showers threatened to drench the weekend. I opened the back door for a breath of air
& heard a cry, sharp and trailing and then deadened by the damp sky. The backyards
here are under-attended, overgrown. Wonderful fuschias and palms rise from a
flowering tangle of blackberry brambles. Above them towers a Norfolk Island pine,
like a green and tufted mountain among the roof peaks. Perched on its height was a
peregrine, clutching a squab, crying for the briefness of life.

I watched her for awhile as stray breast feathers fell to the ground. She dined with
patient indifference as I searched for binoculars, the camera. Finally, her appetite
satisfied, she flew toward me, empty clawed, her sharp wings sailing behind her, and
then sailed away over the house tops, crying at the lonely sky.

Late in the evening, as I came up the front steps, “omething glistened in the garden.
From under a pale cloud of miniature roses peered a raccoon’s shiny eyes. It clambered
onto the steps in front of me and up onto the porch. I had a strange sense of
encroachment as if a gargoyle had loosened itself from its rainspout perch & come
calling on our sleeping house, to take its place among our dreams. It turned to see if
I would follow, & when I did it calmly climbed through the porch grill, into the
neighbor’s scotch broom, & off into the darkness of the city's backyards.

During the night I flee the city, and rain bathes the earth. With morning the clouds
scatter but the damp trail of their passage remains on field and forest floor. Water fills
the moss-velvet & fern fringed towels that dangle into every swollen stream. The
stream sides are gilded with figworts, the oak woods flecked with red columbine.
Above these are meadows of deep blue lupines; clovers like scarlet starbursts, dreamy
baby blue-eyes. And above them all that mewling cry again, as a peregrine shows its
unmistakable swallow-winged silhouette and soars off down the valley.

Get lost in the lushness of May. Wander the bonny paths in choice company,
squander your strength, give yourself up to the hour. What seems to drain from the
body is really filling up the heart. The more of yourself you abandon, the more of the
season’s cream you stow away against less gaudy days. Saturate yourself with the
finely perfumed air. You’ll never wash it out. You’ll never regret it.



The sun was drifting down, tucking itself into the hills, but the flowers in the gully
only shone with more determination. A deer’s skull left thoughtlessly behind by its
owner begged to be picked up & then did its job by revealing an iron survey marker
beneath. The rusty strands of wire and fallen fence posts nearby kept nothing in
particular in or out.

Across the gully a raven came flying through the oaks. They were moss-covered
and stunted and newly in leaf and the great bird, without the least dignity, began to
climb on one tilted tree by hopping up its trunk. It peered first to one side & then the
other, jumped to a second tree & performed the same routine descending. Halfway
down it looked over its shoulder with a knowing nod to its audience. Then it hopped
& fluttered about from tree to tree through the woods, playing a sort of vertical
hopscotch, before flying gamely off toward the sunset, pulling the darkening sky along
behind. Nothing on the border is merely what it appears to be.

By tradition the Midsummer Watch is kept with a bonfire. Its fuel, both good wood
& rubbish, is gathered from the neighbors with the same insistent beggary that
Mummers & other luck visitors use to stock their parties. Build it on the shore, at a
crossroads, or on a hilltop. “The bigger, the better,” is the rule in damper lands than
California. Light it at sunset.

“These were call Bonefiers as well of good amitie amongest
neighbours that, being before at controuersie, were there by the
labour of others, reconciled, and made of bitter enemies, louing
friends, as also for the vertue that a great fire hath to purge the
infection of the ayre.”



The blaze is the best excuse for every sort of festivity, for music & dancing &
Threading the Needle, for contests & games, for stories, for playing with the burning
brands & flirting with the fires of love. Traditional fare includes “goody”, a bread
pudding warmed on the fire, & of course, poteen. Walking three times sunwise around
the fire, or leaping through the flames or over the embers brings health & long life,
protection from accidents & ailments & the evil eye. The flames are said to strengthen
friendships & affection, but also to reveal the future of these relations. The knowing
can see in their flickering the truth of the flirt & the thief.

If you can’t get to the common fire, make a small one in the yard at home, or better,
doboth! The home fire may be extinguished whenits ritual duties are complete, though
the “big” fire might be kept going until midnight or dawn. The smoke from either fire,
their glowing embers, & their ashes all preserve your animals & gardens from harm.
A torch lit from these flames & carried about the place will serve as well. The cinders,
taken indoors, bring luck to the house.

This is the height of the sun.
This is the year’s shortest night.
Lust & death are knotted now,
with love & delight.

This is the feast of the sun,

the journey of passion & dream.
Every new life starts

by shedding old skin.

This is the dance of the year.
Desire is calling your name.
Dance with your heart open wide
in the heart of the flame.

Blessed Be.



Reclaiming in Transition
by Starhawk

The last year has been one of tremen-
dous growth for Reclaiming. We have
expanded from two Witch Camps a year
to five. Our last Spiral Dance had be-
tween twelve and fifteen hundred par-
ticipants, and our community also put
on a women’s ritual, a men’s ritual and
a multicultural ritual that same week-
end. Our rituals for the Wheel of the
Year have drawn more people than ever.
We taught a Teacher’s Track that had
more than twenty students, and saw lots
of new energy come into our commu-
nity from the California Witch Camp.

We’re happy. We want the Craft to
grow, and in particular, we believe in
Reclaiming’s unique brand of magic,
politics, consciousness raising, art and
empowerment. But we’re also a bit
overwhelmed.

For almost fifteen years, Reclaiming
has been a volunteer organization. We
do get paid for our work—but not much.
Not enough for any one person to con-
sider Reclaiming work in the light of a
Real Job. We’ve been a shoestring
organization, running on as little money
as possible, making few if any financial
demands—or even requests—f{rom our
larger community.

Considering the type of organization
we are, we've done extremely well.
We’ve run in the black for many years
now. We’ve been able to fund scholar-
ships and provide seed money for
projects such as our chant tapes. In the
last two years, we were able to over-
come a decade’s worth of flaky ac-

counting and actually convince the IRS
that we deserve status as a Religious
Organization. We are now officially a
church, able to receive tax-deductible
donations, and we have received some!
As well as at least one major grant, and
legal immigrant status for one of our
collective members.

(An aside here—isn’t it odd that the
body that decides if you are a real reli-
gion or not should be the IRS? Or is it
oddly appropriate fora society that wor-
ships money? And in a way, I'd rather
have it be the IRS, who don’t seem to
care what your theology is, only how
sound your accounting, than some body
able to be manipulated by fundamental-
ists.)

This year, we’ve come to realize that
we have grown beyond the point where
we can effectively be run by volunteers.
We need someone to be our administra-
tor, at least half time—and if we could
pay this person for a full time position I
know we could keep her or him busy.
We do need to pay this person a decent
wage as we do not believe in exploiting
workers even when we are those work-
ers. Especially when we are they! We
need some sort of physical location,
office space and space for our classes at
a minimum—ideally a space large
enough for at least our smaller indoor
rituals. In short, we need some of the
things that other religious organizations
take for granted: abuildingandachurch
secretary!

Were we to have these things, we



would be able to provide more services
to the community. We would be able to
have alive person on the other end of the
telephone at least occasionally. We
could answer the mail! We could do
some of the networking people think we
do but actually we don’t have time to.
We could have a permanent altar! A
place to keep our books and tapes, other
than Patti’s basement and my garage!
(That may not mean much to you but
believe me it means a lot to me and
Patti!) A small library and reading room
where we could make our expanding
collection of Pagan newsletters avail-
able for people toread. Space for meet-
ings, gatherings, workshops, classes.
Space to store ritual objects, art materi-
als, a child care room. A costume bank,
where you might be able to find that
special something forinvoking the Green
Man or acomplete orange outfit to wear
during Orange Week when your initia-
tion challenges force you to work with
the colors of the chakras. And much,
much more!

To do this, of course, takes money—
aregular income we can count on. We
have considered several ways to get this
money. Some of my proposals were:

1. Selling indulgences. For a small
fee, official Reclaiming trance workers
will remove the bad karma of your dead
relatives. Or, if you plan to do some-
thing karmically inadvisable, we could
offer toneutralize the negative effects in
advance.

Objections: The Roman Catholic
Church tried something real similar and
got into trouble with it.

2. Condemning people to death
and confiscating their property.

Objections: Same as above, also
most of us are against the death penalty.
Several collective members felt this
option was Not Empowering!

3. Selling little souvenir bottles of
Waters of the World at all our rituals.

Objections: Hard tocount onasteady
income until we produce some offi-
cially certified miracles.

After a lot of talk, we decided some
form of membership structure might be
preferable to any of the above. Most
churches and synagogues today support
themselves either by charging dues or
expecting tithes. We are beginning to
develop some form of tiered member-
ship structure, asking people to commit
to support the collective. In return, we
would continue to provide the services
we already offer, and more. Member-
ship might allow access to rituals, use of
our facilities once we have some, and
other exciting things we’re still dream-
ing up. We are interested in responses
from the larger community as we think
this out. Help us figure out how to
acquire some of the infrastructure we
need without becoming institutionalized.
Let us know your thoughts, ideas, fears
and schemes.

We are also planning a town meeting
on Friday, October 6, 1995, so that we
can have an open, public discussion of
whatever plan we develop. We need
community support and feedback, so
please do come! Check the Events Line
early in September for details. We hope
to see you there, so that together we can
guide our community through this tran-
sition time.
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RECLAIMING

ELEMENTS OF MAGIC for women and men with Beverly and Doug

With the art of magic, we deepen our vision and focus our will, empowering ourselves
to act in the world. In this class we begin the practice of Magic, Witchcraft, and
Goddess spirituality by working with the Elements of Magic: Earth, Air, Fire, Water
and Spirit. Techniques include: visualization, sensing and projecting energy,
chanting, trance, creating magical space, spellcraft, and structuring rituals. Group
experience follows feminist consensus process. We hope to provide a fair and
nurturing environment for all participants. Beginning six-week course. Prerequisite:
Reading of the first six chapters of The Spiral Dance by Starhawk. We ask that
applicants be committed to attending all six classes, which will be held on Monday
evenings, starting Sept. 25. Call Beverly at (415)927-2044 for location, information
and registration or, during July and August, call Mary at (510) 232-5913.

RECLAIMING FALL EQUINOX RETREAT

Share in a weekend of earth-based spirituality and community. Join us as we sing by
the fire, walk in the redwoods, soak in the hot tub, laugh, drum, trance, dance, and
challenge ourselves to move toward a deeper, more balanced magical life. Spend
Friday evening Sept. 22 to Sunday afternoon Sept.24 among the redwoods of a
secluded retreat in the Santa Cruz mountains. Sumptious vegetarian meals provided.
$300-$175 sliding scale. Some work exchange available. Call Beverly and Doug at
(415) 927-2044 or, during July and August, call Mary at (510) 232-5913. Space
is limited so register early!

RECLAIMING RECOMMENDS:

THE USES OF ENCHANTMENT /

RITUAL DRUMMING AND CHANTING with Beverly

Learn and share exciting visceral ways to deepen and energize ritual. If you have a
drum bring it, if you don’t, borrow one of ours. All levels of experience welcome.
Starting September 9 from 11:30 to 4:30, this event will take place the First
Saturday of Each Month! $25-$50 Sliding Scale. Call Beverly at (415) 927-2044
for registration and information or. during July and August. call Mary at (510) 232-
5913.

THE EVENTS LINE HAS CHANGED. The new number is: (415) 929-9249.
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Classes & Events & Witch Camps

WITCH CAMPS 1995

July 23-30: Vancouver, B.C.

Contact: Pat Hogan, PO Box 21510, Vancouver, B.C. Canada V5L 2W5 (604) 253-
7189

August 5-12: West Virginia

Contact: Lynn Grosz, Summer Intensive, PO Box 1303, Fairfax, VA 22030-1303,
(703) 532-3874

August 23-30: Vermont

Contact: Raven, RR. 1 Box 1753, Charlotte, VT 05445 (802) 425-2984

All camps are taught collectively. Starhawk will teach at all except for the Vancouver
camp. Fees vary according to location and accommodations. Some scholarships are
available, so apply early.

TOWN MEETING

Reclaiming is in transition—we're now officially a religious organization. The
collective is beginning to work on what that means, and what we should do next. We
invite you to attend a Town Meeting on Friday, October 6, to discuss the possibilities
ahead. Check the events line in late September for time and location, and for more
detail about the content of this meeting, see Starhawk's article starting on page 11.

SAMHAIN WEEKEND

In case you're already wondering, you should know that the Samhain Cycle of rituals
is scheduled for the last weekend in October. The Spiral Dance will be held on Saturday
night, October 28. As usual, we will need a cast of thousands (slight exaggeration) to
mount our celebration of the Witches' New Year. If you're interested in volunteering,
check the Events Line after Labor Day for details. Tickets will be available by mail
order and at local shops no later than late September. We don't have all the details
worked out as we go to press, so stay tuned to the Events Line and the Autumn
newsletter for information.
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“In a sense no Pagan is without children. We are all responsible for
the rearing of the next generation.”

—Ceisiwr Serith, The Pagan Family

Pagan Parenting Books: the latest crop
by Anne Hill

I am somewhat of a collector, and
one of my recent collections is on books
having to do with raising Pagan chil-
dren. There’s quite a crop out there,
mostly from small presses, and this ar-
ticle reviews six of them. Three specifi-
cally address pagan parenting; two talk
about children while covering rites of
passage through life; and one is about
fun tarot stuff to do with both children
and adults that deserves mention.

All attempt in some way to answer
the question: How can we “develop an
organic form of Paganism in our chil-
dren, one that is as much a part of them
as their names, one that will grow when
we are no longer here to feed it?” (The
Pagan Family, pg ix) The main differ-
ence between these books is how their
outlooks reflect some of the many varia-
tions in the Pagan community, and the
mainstream communities from which
they have sprung. All are conscious of
sowing seeds of a culture, as opposed to
describing a stable, existing one. This is
appropriate, for while we may argue
that our adult pagan culture is thriving,
we have a long way to go before we can
offer that same kind of stability and
community to all ourchildren. And none
of us can yet describe the pagan culture

our grandchildren’s grandchildren will
live in, which we hope will grow from
what we have begun.

In the realm of books specifically on
pagan parenting, there are three recent
arrivals that beg comparison: The Fam-
ily Wicca Book: The Craft for Parents &
Childrenby Ashleen O’Gaea (Llewellyn
Publications, 1992), WiccaCraft for
Families, by Margie McArthur (Phoe-
nix Publishing, 1994), and The Pagan
Family: Handing the Old Ways Down,
by Ceisiwr Serith (Llewellyn, 1994).
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In The Family Wicca Book, Ashleen
O’Gaea and her family figure promi-
nently. She spends a lot of time describ-
ing how they educate local area resi-
dents (they live in Tucson) about the
Craft, while at the same time creating
traditions for their family and coven.
While she describes some rituals and
craft activities they use throughout the
year, the strength of this book is in her
discussions of being “out” as a pagan
family in the urban Southwest, and how
that guides their decision-making on
some thorny issues.

Her writing has a warrior edge to it
that comes of being an activist (though
in true Llewellyn style, the book could
use some good editing), and exposes
some areas of American culture about
which there is great disagreement in
parenting circles, and certainly within
the pagan community. Her family, par-
ticularly her 11-year-old son, is shown
performing rituals in photos throughout
the book. Is O’Gaea being a fearless
educator of the public by including these
pictures, or is she indulging in a bit of
self-promotion that may have difficult
consequences for her son as he grows
up? Then there’s the issue of TV and
video games. O’Gaea writes: “The God-
dess’ love is poured forth across the
lands, and is manifest even in video
games; I think if Wiccan parents listen
carefully, they will be able to hear Her
voice even in the bleepity-blips.” (pg.
44) I tried imagining some of the many
Wiccan parents I know hearing the voice
of the Goddess in those damn things,
and I just couldn’t. But pagans register
all over the map when it comes to inter-
action with and tolerance for technol-

ogy. The strength of The Family Wicca
Book is that O’Gaea knows where she
and her family stand, and isn’t afraid to
admit it.

WiccaCraft for Families presents the
lifestyle and traditions of a very differ-
ent Wiccan family. Margie McArthur
and her husband have a large family
(four kids!), and lives in the Santa Cruz
area. In her household, Witchcraft is
integrated into a life which includes
natural foods, a minimum of plastic and
other man-made materials, alternative
healthcare, and extensive, fairly cer-
emonial magickal workings. She covers
the sabbats in great detail, with smaller
sections on moon magic and rites of
passage. There is a wealth of activities,
rituals, recipes, and songs here to use for
each sabbat, some of them involving
quite a lot of time to set up and create. If
you are lucky enough to have the time
and energy for celebrating the turning
seasons with your children, and making
them a focus for your family, you will
undoubtedly find inspiration here. One
of the ideas I liked best in this book was
having children act out the myth of the
holiday as a sacred drama—providing,
of course, that you and they can figure
out which myth to enact, and which
version of the myth they will use. Also
of great value is an extensive list of
resources and suggested readings on all
of the topics covered.

She and her husband, and theircoven,
have created a family tradition of Wicca
that feels very warm and cozy, and some-
what insular, removed from the ethical
discussions raging in other parts of the
pagan community. In particular,
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McArthur’s inclusion of material from
Native American sources needs more
acknowledgement than it is given. This
book, in contrast to the Family Wicca
Book, does not concern itself overmuch
with the outside world or how our pagan
children interact with it. Its strength is
the extent to which it describes a viable,
vibrant pagan family system, and for
best results should be read as such.

The Pagan Family,by Ceisiwr Serith,
another Llewellyn release, takes a dif-
ferentapproach entirely. Serith, involved
with the EarthSpirit Community in
Massachusetts, feels that as Wicca is a
mystery religion with complex symbols
meant to be understood by initiates, it is
neither necessary nor appropriate for us
to include our children in its coven-
based rituals. To the extent that in a
living Pagan culture there are several
levels of involvement, he suggests that
families focus on the plentiful folk tra-
ditions, mealtime customs, superstitions,
and spirits of the land, home and hearth
when working with children. By honor-
ing in our homes the guardians of the
threshold and the hearth, by observing
small magics in our daily lives, and
merely by virtue of the fact that a family
lives there, Serith considers a home to
be sacred space. He feels that to cast a
circle before every ritual there is redun-
dant, and need only be done for rituals
which are outside the home or which
include non-pagans.

As provocative as these ideas may be
to some (and I’'m not sure that I agree
with them all myself), they are state-
ments characteristic of the book, which
is full of new ways to look at things we

may have been doing out of habit more
than out of thoughtful consideration.
Serith has done his homework on the
histories of many customs, and presents
his findings, as well as his years of
family and community experience, in a
wonderful compilation of seasonal and
moon rituals, family customs, prayers
and graces, and material for rites of
passage. I found myself continually ap-
preciating his understanding of how fam-
ily customs grow and change when we
celebrate in community with others.

Of all three books, this is by far the
most well written. The rituals are simple,
yet their movements and words are full
of grace and poetry. His liturgies in
particular are moving, and his sugges-
tions for teaching children and working
with the spirits all around us are sound
and practical. When there are political
or gender issues raised by a subject, he
deals with them up front, which to a
reviewer is like a breath of fresh air
across my desk. One minor quibble is
with his “traditions to raid” section for
each holiday. Though I agree that we
can (and do) adapt many folk customs
from other cultures in our celebrations,
I would prefer that he use a term less
evocative of a conquering army, and
more in tune with the generally respect-
ful tone of the rest of the book. Overall,
this is an excellent resource book for
families, as well as anyone looking for
an alternative vision of pagan culture.

Daughters of Eve: The Magical Mys-
teries of Womanhood, by Dolores
Ashcroft-Nowicki, is carried along by
its author’s tone, one of a rather proper
crone in turn lecturing and instructing
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her young charges in the women’s mys-
teries. The book spans the entirety of
life, from conception and birth rituals to
rituals in preparation for entering nurs-
ing homes or terminal care facilities,
and I felt that her material on death and
dying was some of the strongest in the
book.

Each section covering a phase of
woman’s life is divided into two catego-
ries: rituals and pathworkings. The ritu-
als, especially for young children, are
short and to the point, focussing on
small and large life passages; there is no
discussion of Sabbats. The pathworkings
are visualizations, attention-building
exercises, and meditations. Ashcroft-
Nowicki promotes teaching our daugh-
ters and sons as young as four how to
concentrate, with focussed attention.
ThoughI never had that particular train-
ing, nor have I pushed meditation exer-
cises on my children, I think that for
many children her method would work

quite nicely. I also agree with her that it
is valuable for young children to have
that ability, and that the fast pace of TV
and media robs our children of the ben-
efits of focussed concentration. The
power developed in the pathworkings is
used for many purposes: to create a
guardian spirit that will be with the child
through school, for example, or to ease
pain and speed recovery in the case of
hospitalization. There is also a lovely
description of developing a way to com-
municate with arecently deceased friend,
relative, or pet.

The overall tone and Old School ap-
proach to raising daughters also brings
up the differences I have with Ashcroft-
Nowicki’s book. In the first place, the
title Daughters of Eve, is too biblical for
its subject matter. Though this is a God-
dess-centered book, and obviously writ-
ten from that perspective, the author
seems to have bought into many of the
patriarchal myths of the limits of
women’s power. It is quite hetersexual-
oriented—love, marriage, and
committment are assumed to be with
men—and does not go far enough in
empowering young women to deal with
issues of assault and rape. The young
woman is encouraged to submit if there
is the slightest fear of life-threatening
danger in an attack. While this is good
advice as far as it goes, I would have
liked to see some mention of the incred-
ible physical resources our daughters
(and sons) have for self-defense. As
they are busy learning and meditating,
growing and changing, they need train-
ing in listening to their intuitions and
empowering themselves with firm
boundaries (saying NO inastrong voice,
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and meaning it, is a great power), as well
as the ability to protect their psyches
from the brunt of an attack and to heal
afterwards.

Also, similar to The Pagan Family,
Ashcroft-Nowicki does not mention
working in sacred space. It seems to me
that creating a circle is one of the basic
magical skills we ought to teach our
children. I would not train my daughter
totrance without first training her to cast
a strong circle around herself, regard-
less of how many guardian spirits she
has conjured. This may be a “different
strokes” issue, but again, it points out
yet another area of discussion for pagan
parents. I would not use much of her
material myself without some rework-
ing, but that is the point, isn’t it? If
nothing else, this book will help you
clarify your thoughts about teaching
magical skills to young children.

Modern Rites of Passage: Witchcraft
Today Book 2, is the second in a series of
four books on the modern Craft move-
ment. [t is this volume, however, which
may be of greatest interest to pagan
parents. Of particular interest are the
essay by Karen Charboneau-Harrison
on “raising a pagan child,” “Childbirth
and Wiccaning” by Patricia Telesco,
“Between the Worlds: Late Adolescence
and Early Adulthood in Modern Pagan-
ism” by Anodea Judith, and “Working
with the Underaged Seeker” by Judy
Harrow.

The first two are very much introduc-
tory essays—because of space limita-
tions the book does not go into great
detail—but I found myself nodding in
agreement at each of the points of view

presented. “Raising a Pagan Child” deals
with the culture clash between Pagan
and mainstream Christian values, in
terms of the major holidays (Christmas,
Halloween and Easter), talking to your
children about discretion and silence,
and has really good suggestions about
beginning magickal training of children.

“Between the Worlds,” Anodea
Judith’s interview/article with three
young people from the Church of All
Worlds land up in Mendocino County is
valuable for the perspective it brings not
only to growing up pagan, but within an
intentional pagan, alternative, rural com-
munity. Particularly valuable are their
thoughtful insights on where the pagan
community can stand improvement or
self-reflection, and what they found to
rebel against, when they needed torebel.

Judy Harrow has included two of her
excellentarticles. “Other People’s Kids:
Dealing with the Underage Seeker”
should be required reading for parents,
young people interested in pursuing a
spiritual tradition other than what they
were raised in. and those of us who in
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our teaching of the Craft encounter stu-
dents who are legally minors. And “Ini-
tiation by Ordeal: Military Service as a
Passageinto Adulthood” presents acon-
vincing discussion of the ethics and con-
flicts in the warrior path and the deci-
sion to undergo, or forego, military ser-
vice. Overall, this book is excellent, and
I highly recommend it as a must read for
witches and pagans of all ages who want
a broader understanding of the issues
confronting paganism today.

Tarot Games: 45 Playful Ways to
Explore Tarot Cards Together wins the
award for best graphic design. If you’ve
never seen Durga Bernhard’s artwork,
feast youreyes onboth the coverart here
and the smaller designs throughout the
text. It is great example of how graphics
can enhance the impact of a book. Tarot
Gamesisfull of ways for small and large
circles to use the cards that are different
from doing standard readings. The ele-
ment of complete fun and fantasy in
these games is useful, I find, especially
in the face of major worries that I am
trying to tease the tangles out of. Many
could be used effectively by groups be-
fore embarking on major processing or
decision-making work, to see what the
cards have to say in a non-threatening
manner.

The authors put together a whole
section of games to play with kids, which
I have tried with varying success with
my own kids. Their favorite was The
Wishing Well, where you set up acircle
of cards 3 feet across, and each personin
turn picks a card (face down) from the
edge, stands back, and pitches the card
towards the well. If it lands face up

inside, the the card is “read” for what-
ever meaning comes to you or your
child, as a wish coming true. Even with
the unstructured nature of the play,
though, I found they were still looking
to me for “what it means,” rather than
coming up with ideas or connections of
their own. This might change if I keep at
it long enough.

My 7-year-old daughter liked the
games more than my 9-year-old son,
which probably says as much about their
natures as their ages—he demands a
higher degree of linear thinking, while
she is the dreamy, imaginative sort. My
two-year-old daughter was thrilled to be
allowed to touch such lovely things, and
spent her time collecting our cards and
telling us they were hers only. I ended
up with a few bent cards, but they all
said they wanted to play the game again.
Interestingly, though, none of the other
books I reviewed talked much about the
tarot, or using divinatory tools with chil-
dren in general. With all the seriousness
of some of our rituals, and the adult-
centered focus of our community work,
itis nice to have something concrete that
bridges the gap and doesn’t require a lot
of preparation or formality. Check out
this book for yourself, your circle and
yourkid friends, and see if youdon’t get
a few good ideas from it, and some
interesting insights as well.
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community, to voice our concerns about the world in which we live, and to bring

)

to birth a vision of a new culture.
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