





Unpath

continued from page 38

unpath in my life and personal growth this year and believe that
others have done the same. Interestingly, the activist magic threading
its way through our community this year has been that of unwinding
and unbinding, which speaks to me of widdershins' work. Someone
said to me during the week at camp that “unpath” was an interesting
choice of name. We were in some way deconstructing path work —
perhaps to its elements, perhaps to its heart, perhaps to a seminal
point. The result, in my experience, has been a new feeling of open-
ness, acceptance, and trust of each individual’s process whatever
shape it assumes.

This year I return to camp as part of a teaching team committed
to creatinga container for more magical work. I'll miss the hours sitting

! — widdershins means literally to circle counter-clockwise, hence to
unwind or undo something, or to work against the grain.
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with the elemental spirits of the land, listening to the silence of their
voices. It is my hope that there will be others in our camp community
to hold that space. It is also my hope that I carry within me seeds of that
experience to add to the pathwork I'll help facilitate. One thing I do
know is that any container we create sits inside a larger one. The circle
created by the beings, seen and unseen, cast with each moment of their
lives, is the circlewill hold us. I have been humbled and made more free
inside that container walking the unpath.

Angela Magara is a writer and priestess living in the mountains of
rural Vermont.

Dandelion
continued from page 43

and able to experiment with what it is to be with power, not in power.

I think of the friends that I have found, the love, the great gifts of
music, conversation, silence, hands, dragons, love, and respect that I
have been given, unasked for and at times unwanted. How much
I fought against the very things I wanted so badly.

This community has become my family. My friends. My
mentors. Perhaps one day a lover. Who knows. In this group, 1
have come to believe that anything is possible — if you dream it,
seek it, want it enough.

As I settle into my new home, I look at the great gifts that
have come out of the challenges of the past year. All that work,
struggling to figure out what life beyond mom and dad would
look like, all the tears shed trying to figure out how to take care of
myself at the same time as others, to find a way to let out the
feelings that were held, trapped like the carbonation of a shaken
soda — waiting to explode.

This year has been all about freedom and finding what it is
to be free. Being free does not mean having no responsibility,
does not mean having no past, not being accountable. The voices
are all still there. I can hear my mother clearly, know what she
would want. I can hear my father laughing in the kitchen. I hear
my grandfather as I work in the garden.

The freedom I have now is to make choices knowing that
there is no family that will be needing support. No strings that
leave me feeling bound to do something. It’s dizzying. Terrifying.
Exhilarating. Exhausting. I have found that in freedom, I can be
just as paralyzed as when tied to all the things I needed to do, felt
like I had to do, and had a duty to do. The paralysis comes from
my own fears. My freedom now must be my own, and only I can
face my fears.

As with all freedom, this came with a price. Had someone
asked me if I was willing to pay the price asked, I would have said
no. But, this too is a piece of what freedom is for me. Knowing
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that the freedom I enjoy today came with a
price, and honoring that.

What would happen if each individual in
America stopped and breathed in what it was
that gave them the rights that we have now.
Look at the costs to get the freedoms we have
right now. Would we be so keen to give up the
things we are being asked to when we think
about all it has already cost, not just in mon-
etary terms, to get where we are?

Do [ want the government knowing what
I read? No. Do I want them reading my

Miami — Dangerous Victory
continued from page 17

unsupported by any foundation of credibility
or legitimacy. Where there should be the con-
crete of credence and the rebar of faith, there is
only air. Such a structure is bound to fall. In its
fall, it may well take a lot of us with it, and
therein lies both the danger and the opportu-
nity of this political moment.

Miami was a clear example of the New

American Fascism brought home. I don’t use
the word “fascism” lightly. I use it to mean that
combination of brutal state power applied ruth-
lessly against its critics, backed by surveillance,
media distortions, hate propaganda, and lies,
allied politically and economically with those
who profit from the industries of weaponry,
prisons, and war.

In The Lord of the Rings, the evil Sauron is
represented by a red, glaring, all-seeing eye. To

continued on next page

emails, my log, and knowing what I've
purchased because I used a credit card?
How about my medical records? Mental
health issues? No! Do I want them listen-
ingto phone calls? Do I want them search-
ing my house, my computer, or talking
to my neighbors without my consent or
knowledge? No.

I already know that I could be on
any number oflistsas dangerous— why?
Notbecause [ am violent. No, something
far more insidious— I think. I read. And
I take action — whether it is supporting
groups monetarily, helping support those
out on the streets, or occasionally going
there myself. This is something the gov-
ernment fears, and unfortunately there
aren’t more of us — people exercising
the freedoms that we have been granted
(whether we like how we got them or
not).

I think back to a favorite series of
paintings by Norman Rockwell, inspired
by a statement from FDR... and know
that we all, not just U.S. citizens, need to
strive for these freedoms and remember
that though they do not exist right now,
theyare something weshould allbe work-
ing towards.

The first is freedom of speech and
expression... everywhere in the world.

The second is freedom of every per-
son to worship God in his own way...
everywhere in the world.

The third is freedom from want . ..
everywhere in the world.

The fourth is freedom from fear . ...
anywhere in the world.

—President Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Message to Congress, January 6, 1941

Sulis is a member of the Vermont
Witchcamp Community who enjoys writ-
ing, photography, and gardening. She can
be found at www.sulis.net

RQ’s advertisers help make the
magazine possible. Many
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support their work!
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continued from preceding page

be in Miami in November was to suffer that
searing, hostile gaze. The red eye of fascism is
a double-barreled gaze: the eye that watches,
that records, that holds you under surveillance
and videos your comings and goings and com-
piles the records; and the media/propaganda
eye that frames the story, that defines and
distorts you and tells everyone what the justi-
fication is for your repression.

For true totalitarian control, misrepre-
senting facts, telling a false story is not enough.
Total control requires control over the frame of
the story, the meaning of the language you use,
the boundaries of what it is possible to think
about. So “violence” becomes a word whose
meaning changes radically when it is applied to
protestors as opposed to agents of the state.
“Violence” is simply not applied to police by the
media or the political powers that be. The use of
sound bombs, pepper spray, rubber, wooden
and plastic bullets, wooden batons, bean bag
pellets, and tear gas, illegal arrests, beatings,
deprivation ofbasichuman rights, medical care,
food and water, overt torture and sexual assault
are properly characterized by the word, “re-
straint,” as in “the police acted with restraint.”

Friends of mine who were watching the
news on the days of action all reported a simi-

lar experience. They saw police move in on a
crowd of peaceful protestors, swinging billy
clubs and firing tear gas and rubber bullets.
What they heard was commentary suggesting
that protestors were “violent”, and that there-
fore the police were justified in whatever mea-
sures they chose.

Applied to activists, “violence” means,
“any act of opposition to total military and
police control, any act of resistance from walk-
ing in the wrong place to talking to the wrong
people to allying with other suspects.” Above
all, any attempts to remove oneself from the
all-seeing gaze, to mask oneself, to carve out
any space free of that hostile red arc light, are
evidence of violence.

Totalitarian control is deeply racist, sex-
ist, and homophobic, for it depends on divi-
sion and separation. Police attempted to divide
the unions from the direct action folk by push-
ingtheactioninto theareawhere the permitted
labor march was scheduled to go, attacking the
crowd there, attacking union members, and
punishing them for associating with “poten-
tially dangerous” others.

Activists of color were singled out for
special abuse by the police and prison guards,
subjected to brutal beatings and outright tor-
ture in jail, in spite of solidarity efforts by other
activists. Sexual assaults were carried out on
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women and transgendered prisoners. Queer
prisoners were harassed and mistreated.

The greatest victory we achieved in Miami
is that these strategies of division did not work.
Instead of dividing labor and direct action,
repressive police tactics angered the unions
who are now calling for a congressional inves-
tigation. Our solidarity with labor remains
strong, as does our commitment to stand to-
gether and support each other through the
aftermath of the brutal attacks against our fel-
low activists, and to name and unmask the
racism, sexism and homophobia we encoun-
tered.

The overwhelming military force and
brutality of the police was a measure of the
utter bankruptcy of the policies they were
defending. Neoliberal economics, the “Wash-
ington consensus” behind the various free
trade agreements and institutions, is not hard
to delegitimize because it doesn’t work. It
promises increased prosperity for all if we
allow corporations free reign over the globe,
privatize all public resources, and end gov-
ernment support for any arenas of human
activity that actually increase health or well-
being or quality of life. Somehow the poor are
supposed to benefit from this. But this prom-
ise has proved overwhelmingly false. Coun-
tries like Argentina thatimplement these poli-
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cies have lost economic ground or gone belly-
up. The gap between rich and poor has grown
into a vast chasm. NAFTA has been devastat-
ing to the U.S. economy, costing us over
785,000 good manufacturing jobs, and allow-
ing corporations to sue governments for loss
of their projected profits if governments pass
inconvenient environmental or labor regula-
tions. The developing countries have notbeen
able to use the WTO or any of these trade
agreements as platforms to reduce tariffs for
their products or to persuade the U.S. and
E.U. to reduce the agricultural subsidies that
have devastated small farmers around the
world — hence the walkout in Canciin of
countries from the global South.

No one was defending the FTAA with any
passion. In fact, brute force seemed to be the
major argument in its favor. And the FTAA
summit ended in a glossed-over failure. To
prevent its utter collapse, the conveners re-
ferred all controversial issues back to commit-
tee, ended a day early, and pulled back from the
original vision of an overarching agreement to
a truncated “FTAA-Lite” — which even in its
watered-down form has little chance of being
adopted.

Their failure was a result of the years of
organizing, education, truth telling, and direct

action we’ve done in the North to create and
foster that gap of belief. Perhaps even more, it
is a result of the absolute social disruption that
the policies of neoliberalism have spawned in
the global South, where governments have al-
ready fallen and ministers know their popula-
tions will not tolerate more of the same.

We in the north are left confronting an
alliance between economic powers desperate
toretain their advantage in a sinking economy,
the most powerful military/police force ever
amassed on the planet, and a subservient me-
dia willing to tell whatever story the rulers
command. But the
more ruthlessandbru- g -
talthesystembecomes, |
the wider and deeper
that gap of legitimacy
may become.

Our political suc-
cess and personal sur-
vival may depend on
our ability to under-
stand and deepen that
disconnect between
eyes and ears, between
direct experience and
propaganda. At what
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point does it set in? When do people start to
believe their own eyes, to question the author-
ity of the commentators? How do we prevent
the power structure from consolidating a new
foundation of belief? How far does that gap
extend? How do we widen and deepen the gap,
and how do we mobilize and empower those
who have ceased to believe? And as the fortress
of control begins to crumble over our heads,
where do we find shelter from the falling de-
bris, and what new structures will we build in

continued on next page
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continued from preceding page
its place?

If we can build on the successes of Miami
— the solidarity, the deepened alliances, the
trust — if we can turn those alliances into real
political power, we will have a strong victory. If
the combined forces of the progressive move-
ments and the unions and the NGOs can suc-
ceed in making the political and police powers
of Miami pay a political and social cost, we can
stem the tide of repression.

There were actions we took in Miami that
undoubtedly contributed to the support we
received: we waged a proactive media cam-
paign, we planted a community garden in

Overtown and gaveaway dozens of trees. Above
all, we went out and talked to people on the
street. In the worst moments of police assault,
there were always those who moved forward to
put their bodies on the front line and slow the
assault of the storm troopers. People helped
and supported and strengthened each other,
and the shock of the violence we experienced
was tempered by the sweetness of support and
the inspiration of acts of courage.

We can go further in making our actions
and organizing more welcoming and friendly.
We can perhaps devote more of our efforts to
outreach and connection instead of obsessing
on our tactics, confront our own vestigial rac-
ism, sexism, homophobia and the other preju-
dices that can divide us.
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Then we can
stare back into that
red, totalitarian eye
and pierce it with a
white-hot gaze of
truth, a spear in the
eye of the Cyclops.
And we will have the
supportand strength
we need to withstand
the monster’s crash,
and tobegin the pro-
cess of building the

world that we want.

Starhawk is an activist, organizer, and author
who teaches Earth Activist Trainings that com-
bine permaculture design and activist skills. She
works with the RANT trainer’s collective,
www.rantcollective.orgwhich offers trainingand
support for mobilizations around global justice
and peace issues. Visit www.starhawk.org for
articles, actions alerts, schedule, and more.

Bohemian Grove
continued from page 19

Bank, on “The Global Economy—Time to Get
Out of the Woods.”

Other topics covered have included “The
Persian Gulf Crisis,” “World Bank and Inter-
national Monetary Systems,” “Arms Control
and Star Wars,” “Space War — Fact vs. Fancy,”
“The Triumph of the Market & the Politics of
Affluence,” and “Desert Storm’s Aftermath.”
The list continues to grow.

DIRECT ACTION AT THE GROVE

SINCE 1980, Bohemian Grove Action Network
has worked to get the word out about these
men and the close ties they have developed on
behalf of their shared quest to achieve power
and wealth. We have seen the same cadre of
men, through three Republican administra-
tions, voted in and out and back into power,
continuing an assault on democracy without
precedent or let-up. They have methodically
taken control of the apparatus of government
and finance, and are running both to further
their ends. Since 1980, these men and the com-
panies they control have concentrated the
wealth of this nation into a profoundly few
hands.

Over the years, we have confronted their
efforts in many ways. We have held teach-ins,
rallies, marches, greetings, front gate vigils, fat
cat festivals, and in 1984, 50 people were ar-
rested quarantining these men into the Grove
and trying to prevent their escape and con-
tamination of the nation. We have taken people
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Compromise Creates
‘Church of All Weeds’

Dandelion and Crabgrass factions
agree to joint organization

IN A BOLD STROKE of Inter-Pagan diplo-
macy, mediatrix Sunshine MoonBeam
bridged the gap between Reclaiming’s
Dandelion Gathering and the dissident
Crabgrass Convention (see last issue).
MoonBeam’s intervention came
after preliminary negotiations between
the sparring factions led to a messy
multi-Witch meltdown. The dispute
centered on issues of structure, with the
Dandelion planners advocating a loose
decentralized model, while the
Crabgrass contingent favored rigid
hierarchical control. MoonBeam’s
“Church of All Weeds” proposal offered

continued on page D-187

Grievance Over New
Grievance Procedure

Luctrer “LARRY” HIERONYMOUS has
filed a grievance against the
Reclaiming Wheel, charging that the
Wheel’s failure to implement a
Grievance Procedure has denied
him his right to file a grievance
against the Reclaiming Wheel.

“It’s one thing to have a gripe,”
a frustrated Hieronymous told the
New York Times last week. “But it’s
another thing altogether to have to
gripe about your gripe that you
can’t properly make a gripe.”

A spokeswitch for the Wheel
noted that anyone could issue a
grievance against anyone, anytime.
But Hieronymous rejected the
conciliatory gesture, saying that he
was considering filing a fresh
grievance that his grievance concer-

continued on page D-143
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Bare-Breast Scandal at Rugby Finals

Vermont victory marred by accusations of breast-baring collusion

A scanDALOUS breast-baring incident
threatens to overshadow Vermont
Witchcamp’s stirring victory over British
Columbia in the Shadow Bowl, annual
championship game of the Witchcamp
Rugby League.

Vermont, whom oddsmakers made
a prohibitive longshot in their early
postings, parlayed a grind-it-out, ball-
control strategy into a first-round upset
of California, then surprised the Tejas
Web club with a rain-soaked, come-
from-behind victory.

But no one gave Vermont much
chance against the seasoned veterans of
BC Witchcamp, whose punishing
defense had held both SpiralHeart and
Germany scoreless in the opening
rounds.

Friendly disagreements are common among the ever-vigilant
RQ proofreading squad. Here, a cell member responds to a
suggestion that she consistently employ the serial comma.

Hopelessly outmatched in the first
half, the Vermont squad seemed
doomed to defeat. But just when the
cause seemed lost, Witchcamp teacher
Goldenrod EtherChild stood up
opposite the BC bench and removed his
shirt, baring his two silver nipple-rings.
The glint of the rings mesmerized the
BC team, and the opportunistic
Vermonters seized the moment, running
roughshod over the disoriented
northwesterners and capturing their first
Shadow Bowl title in 13 years.

Dismayed BC campers cried foul,
contending that EtherChild was in
cahoots with the Vermont organizing
team, who had promised him a coveted
senior-teaching spot in exchange for

continued on page D-116

Magickal Name
Registration Due

Reclaiming Quarterly reminds
readers that the 2004 registration
deadline for magickal names is
fast approaching.

Anyone wishing to use a magickal,
inifiatory, or adopted name ata
Reclaiming Witchcamp or ritual
must register with the Reclaiming
Magical Name Repository by May 1.

Registration must include payment
of statutory fees, ranging from $10
for those adopting names of weeds
or small shrubberies, up to $500 for
compound names including three
or more animals, vegetables, or
minerals. An additional $50 fee
applies for each internal capital
letter ("GopherWand”).

Names involving deities should be
accompanied by a two-page, type-
written letter detailing the magical
skills, attributes, or sexual fantasies
that qualify you to bear the name.
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