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1979 marked California’s first mass nonviolent direct action of the post-Vietnam 
era. Over 100 people were arrested protesting of the Diablo Canyon nuclear 
power plant, then under construction.

The 1979 protest drew attention to the project and set off a statewide organizing 
campaign. In 1981, Abalone Alliance, a network of affinity groups and 
community organizations, called a late-summer action that led to 2000 arrests.

Near the end of the action, whistle-blowers within PG&E alerted the media that 
earthquake safety plans were seriously flawed. This information delayed the 
plant’s opening by several years. Diablo Canyon was finally licensed in 1984, 
after hundreds more citizen arrests, which have continued to this day.

This handbook (produced by Abalone Alliance and adapted from earlier 
Diablo and Seabrook publications) includes background, site, and organizing 
information that is still timely and valuable for a new generation of organizers. 
(Be sure to see the 1981 Diablo Canyon handbook, free at our website.)

Download more direct action handbooks at: DirectAction.org/handbook/

Photo: April 2011 protest at CPUC hearing on Diablo Canyon. By Luke Hauser.
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