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Handbooks - free online
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Handbooks contain site-specific 
information, plus a wealth of articles 
and tips for actions at any site. Pages are 
copyright-free and can be adapted for 
your organizing.

Visit www.DirectAction.org/handbook/

In 1981, the Diablo Canyon nuclear power plant — being constructed by 
PG&E  astride an active earthquake fault — was nearing completion. A 1979 
protest drew attention to the project and resulted in over 100 arrests. In Summer 
1981, Abalone Alliance, a statewide network of affinity groups and community 
organizations, called for a blockade of the site.

Hundreds of people responded. An action encampment was set up near the site, 
and over the course of several weeks the protest led to over 2000 arrests.

Near the end of the action, whistle-blowers within PG&E alerted the media that 
earthquake safety plans were seriously flawed. This information delayed the 
plant’s opening by several years. Diablo Canyon was finally licensed in 1984, 
after hundreds more citizen arrests, which have continued to this day.

This handbook (produced by Abalone Alliance and adapted from earlier 
Diablo and Seabrook publications) includes background, site, and organizing 
information that is still timely and valuable for a new generation of organizers.

Download more direct action handbooks at: DirectAction.org/handbook/

Photo: April 2011 protest at CPUC hearing on Diablo Canyon. By Luke Hauser.
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