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In 1981, the Diablo Canyon nuclear power plant — being constructed by
PG&E astride an active earthquake fault — was nearing completion. A 1979
protest drew attention to the project and resulted in over 100 arrests. In Summer
1981, Abalone Alliance, a statewide network of affinity groups and community
organizations, called for a blockade of the site.

Hundreds of people responded. An action encampment was set up near the site,
and over the course of several weeks the protest led to over 2000 arrests.

Near the end of the action, whistle-blowers within PG&E alerted the media that
earthquake safety plans were seriously flawed. This information delayed the
plant’s opening by several years. Diablo Canyon was finally licensed in 1984,
after hundreds more citizen arrests, which have continued to this day.

This handbook (produced by Abalone Alliance and adapted from earlier
Diablo and Seabrook publications) includes background, site, and organizing
information that is still timely and valuable for a new generation of organizers.

Download more direct action handbooks at: DirectAction.org/handbook/

Photo: April 2011 protest at CPUC hearing on Diablo Canyon. By Luke Hauser.
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1. The blockade is not symbolic but is intended tc actually
obstruct the operation of the plant, and will be sustained for
as long as necessary.

2. Increase the public’s awareness of the serious dangers and
drawbacks inherent in nuclear power, and the specific danger,
of the Diablo Canyon plant.

3. Express the depth of commitment of many concerned
people who say NO to nuclear power and YES to a sane
energy path,

4. Assert the right and capability of everyday citizens to
participate in the formation of our energy future in the fa.ce
of the intransigence and irresponsibility of utility companies
and the federal energy bureaucracy. :

5. Assure that Diablo Canyon never operates as a nuclear
reactor.
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and safe, clean, and renewable sources of energy.
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policy and appropriate changes in construction, conservation
alleged “need” for nuclear energy disappears.
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industry could ever provide.
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Declaration of Nuclear Resis

We are committed to a permanent halt to the construction and operation of nuclear power plants
in California. Nuclear power is dangerous to all life. We encourage the real alternatives of conservation

To achieve these goals, we join together from throughout the state to form the Abalone Alliance
to oppose nuclear power through nonviolent direct action and education.

1. The much advertised need for nuclear energy is derived from faulty and inflated projections
of consumption based on a profit system hostile to conservation. The United States has 6% of
the world’s population consuming over 30% of its energy resources. With a rational energy

2. Nuclear plants are an economic catastrophe. They are unreliable and inefficient,
power is an extremely capital-intensive technology. In contrast, conservation and solarerelated
encrgy technologies will create many more jobs, both permanent and safe, than the a
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3. The centralized nature of nuclear power takes control of energy away from local communities,

4. There is a direct relationship between nuclear power plants and nuclear weapons. The export
of nuclear reactors makes possible the spread of nuclear bombs to nations al over the world.
The theft of nuclear materials and the sabotage of nuclear facilities pose further threats to our
lives and civil liberties.



5. The dangers of nuclear power are intolerable. They range from a continuous flow of low-
level radiation which can cause cancer and genetic damage, to the creation of deadly radioactive
wastes which must be completely isolated from the environment for 250,000 years, to the
destruction of our rivers, lakes and oceans by radioactive and thermal pollution, to the
possibility of # major meltdown catastrophe. No material gain, real or imagined, is worth the
assault on life itself chat nuclear energy represents.

We therefore insist: .

1. That not one more cent be spent on nuclear power reactors, except for efforts to dispose
of those wastes already created and to decommission those plants now operating.

2. That American energy policy be focused on conservation and the development of solar,
wind, tidal, biomass conversion, and other forms of clean and renewable energy in concert
with the efficient recycling and fair distribution of energy.

3. That all people who lose jobs through the cancellation of nuclear construction or operation
be retrained immediately for jobs in the natural energy field or in other areas.

4. That we end production, testing, stockpiling, and use of nuclear weapons.

We have full confidence that when the true dangers and expense of nuclear energy are made known to
the American people, our nation will reject this tragic experiment which has already caused so much
loss in economic and material resources, health, environmental quality, and the control over our
own lives.

We pledge we will wage a nonviolent direct action campaign:

1. To stop construction and operation of all nuclear plants in California.

. To promote the realistic alternatives of safe, clean, and renewable sources of energy.
- To encourage responsible community control of energy production and use.

. To support efforts to eliminate nuclear weapons.
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- To build a more loving and responsible world for ourselves, our children, and future
generations of all living things on this planet.

In our work, we will maintain a discipline of active nonviolence and full respect for all persons we
encounter. We will speak and act truthfully and openly, and we will honestly weigh concerns brought
to us.

We pledge our solidarity with all other nonviolent efforts to stop nuclear power worldwide.

We appeal to all people to join us.

San Luis Obispo, California
February 26, 1978















SCENARIO FLOW

1

The blockade/encampment is not symbolic. It is intend-
ed to actually obstruct the operation of the plant, and it will
be sustained for as long as necessary. The goal of the action
is to prevent workers from coming onto the site to load fuel
and operate the plant. As in the 26,000 person non-violent
occupation which stopped the Wyhl, Germany nuclear facility,
We can create such a powerful dilemma for the government
and PG&E that they will decide never to operate Diablo as a
nuclear reactor.

All participants in the blockade/encampment must
attend an Abalone Alliance non-violence training for this
specific action and must join an affinity group.

As soon as the license is granted, members of the
Abalone Alliance will gather to decide on the exact date to
start the blockade. The fuel cannot be loaded until the full
N.R.C. bas given its approval. There is a two month process
in which the Atomic Safety Licensing Board (A.S.L.B.)
decision can be appealed to the full Commission, Before this
time runs out, the action will commence,

If it appears to the Diablo Project Office (DPQ) that
Diablo Canyon can go radioactive with less than two months’
notice, the DPO/Statewide Blockade Collective cin call an
empoweréd spokes meeting to set the date of the blockade,
or to re-strategize.

If the date of fissioning at Diablo changes after the
date for the blockade bas been set, the DPO can call an em-
powered spokes meeting to re-strategize the action. It will
take a consensus of the Abalone Alliance to change an estab-
lished blockade date,

The Diablo Canyon nuclear facility from the north.

On the far left is the Transmission line switchyard.
The two white ovals to the left center are open water
pools. Right center are the reactor and the turbine
building. Diablo sits at the mouth of Diablo Canyon
on the narrow coastal blain that lies below the Irish
Hills. T}e coastal cliffs are from 20 to 75 feet high
with many easily-climbed breaks and beaches.
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The Blockade Collective is asking for a2 one month com-
mitment, although we realize that for some people this won't
be possible. The longer people can stay the better.

Under no circumstances should affinity groups come
unt] three days before the action (preferably as close to the
action as possible), which is when the previously announced
Routing Information Center will be open to route people to
the camping/briefing/non-violence preparation/training area.
DO NOT GO to the Diablo Project Office; it is going to be the
Media Center and will also be used for Action Coordination,
The location of the camping/briefing/NV area will only be
available from the Routng Information Center whose location
will be announced to all affinity groups sometme before the
acdon.

There will be first aid, non-violence preparations -
trainings for those that need them, update sessions for every-
one, support camping, and final transportation to the blockade
starting points from the camping/briefing/NV area.

From camping/briefing/NV area, affinity groups will be
transported to the mobile check-in centers that will be at the
blockade starting points. There will be many such centers. At
these centers, affinity groups will receive armbands and logis-
tical updates. EACH APPROACH WILL MAKE ITS OWN
DECISIONS ON WHAT TO DO once the blockade/encamp-
ment starts. The communication collecdve will wy to keep
each approach as informed as possible.

THERE IS NO OFF-SITE ENCAMPMENT. This is a 24
hour blockade, and once it starts we will try to maintain it
The camping/briefing/NV area is to provide logistical support
for the blockade/encampment and is only for limited support
camping. There will also be a support center for keeping in
touch with the regions (see “Support” for more details). All
affinity groups should study their route and become aware of
7its special problems and joys. (For more information on the
SEA BLOCKADE see the following section.)

REMEMBER: Affinity groups may blockade in front of
the gates or on any point in the road going into the plant, but
not on public roads. This is a human blockade; we will not use
physical objects to blockade (kites, balloons, etc. are okay).

The ‘Statewide Blockade Collectuve is continuing to
develop the action scenario and explore various contingencies.
There will also be periodic updates sent out through the
affinity group network and to all blockade groups. See the
Abalone’s Jail/Legal Strategy in the ‘‘Legal” section for
important additional informadon that affects the Scenario.

This picture clearly shows the intake
and discharge coves. The horseshoe
shaped cove to the right is the dis-
charge cove. The cove with the
breakwaters (left), contains the
intake structures of the nuke's
cooling system. The intake itself

i1s the square structure at the
bottom of the cove.
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2

Gonditions e ening theblockade

The Abalone Alliance will not declare the
blockade ended or recommend ending it until:

1) The Abalone Alliance has a signed official
document from the president and board of directors
of PG&E and from the N.R.C. that Diablo will never
be operated as a nuclear facility.

2) They announce this at a public press conference

before the blockade is called off.

3) They give us a specific time table for removal of
the fuel rods and any other nuclear material from the
site.

4)  All this is signed into a legally binding contract
by PG&E and the N.R.C., in consultation with an
Abalone Alliance lawyer.

Consensus was reached on these conditions at
a statewide blockade meeting, September 29, 1979,

PEEE's PRive ARGET

- .
photo by Spangenbery

Occupiers about one mile in on the main acess road to the Diablo reactor
face a police line. The two men walking towards the viewer are Brian
Dettman, Chief of PG&E security (left), and Sheriff Whiting, head of the
San Luis Obispo County Sheriff Department.

Note the terrain and vegetation--rugged chapparel covered hillsides--
typical of the area. Be careful of poison oak. Long pants are a must
when bushwacking through the vegetation.

20 August 6th, 1978.
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The Sea Blockade is considering blockading the small harbor with boats, blockading the

intake pipes with people in the water, and by landing blockaders on the beaches near the plant,
People who consider taking part in the sea blockade should realize that there is some risk

involved, and carefully weigh their own abilities in a boat and in rough water. Each sea block-

ader must be able to swim 10 laps in a 25 yard pool and tread water for half an hour
{without gear).

There will be one or more large boats provided to take people to the cove near Diablo
Canyon. Rafts or smaller boats will then be used to ferry people nearer to the shore, probably
inside the breakwater near the intake pipes of the plant. CB radios will help to keep communica-
tion going between the boats and rafts. It is very important for “parent” boats to keep lists
of all people on small boats and their medical needs. o

Affinity groups taking part in the sea blockade should have an even number of people, so
; . that they can pair off as “buddies”. There should be'no more than 8 people in each sea blockade AG.

Each boat of any sort must have a competent captain or skipper. What he or she says
concerning navigation, operating the boat, and safety measures must be respected as final.

IN-WATER TRAINING e

Special training sessions will-be set up in each region for affinity groups who plan to take
part in the sea blockade. A qualified senior lifesaver will lead the group in exercises at a
swimming pool while blockaders are wearing full wetsuit gear. Some exercises may include
role plays of a panic situation, life-saving techniques, and methods for getting in and out of
boats with gear on. There should also be a talk on safety and weather conditions.

In addition, ocean training sessions of 3 or 4 hours are recommended to get experience
for swimming in ocean water, through kelp beds, etc. To set up one of these sessions, ask
your trainer for the contact person in San Luis Obispo.

Roto vy Sfmf\amb& vq
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Fog hides the reactor as demonstrators approach
it in their raft. They are watched by a PG&EE
security bocat. August 7, 1978.
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This is the main PG&E access road.
At the bottom of the photo where
the road reaches the sea is the

main gate. Looking up, you can
follow the road six miles to the
nuclear facility. The velvet
locking smoothness of the hills
is deceptive-~there'’s a lot of
thick chaparrel down there. You
can faintly see one of the power-
line access roads coming from the
right hand side of the photo.
Near horeshoe bend in the main road
is where most of the arrests oc-
curred in the 1978 action.

The Cows In Texas.

The cows in Texas have no eyellls,
all the livelong day,

the cows in Texas have no eyeballs,
that is why we say

radiation is no hazard,

who needs eyeballs anyway?

besides it's easier to eat them,
they can't run away.

Lots of cows in Pennsylvania,
some of them have three lags,
lots of cows in Pennsylvania,
some are laying eggs.
Radiation is a blessing,
soon’ they'll be laid by me and you,
then we'll watch it all on t.v.,
hatched by Frank Purdue.

.

(to the tune of I've Enepn Working
On the Railraod)
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The central coast of California is one of the most beau-
tiful and least despoiled parts of North America. Its rolling
hills are covered with live oak, pine, chaparral, and the impor-
ted eucalyptus, Indian paint brush, sticky monky flower and
lupine, golden poppy and poison oak, too. In the eastern part
of San Luis Obispo County is one of the largest concentrations
of mountain lions on the continent. To the north, around San
Simeon, there are wild boars, a feisty mix of Peccary (native),
feral pig and European Boar Hawks, deer and many other
mammals and birds live all around Diablo Canyon.

The topography around the nuke itself is predominantly
rugged hills with deep, thickly forested valleys and wild grass
or dense chaparral on the upper slopes. Rocky sea cliffs averag-
ing 50 feet in height give way to approximately % mile of
barren plateau at an elevation of 200 feet The Irish Hills (the
youngest range of hills in North America) rise to 1500 feet
from the plateau immediately behind the nuke. The three
major hills on the ridge behind Diablo are Spooner (1573
feet), Pecho (1473), and Green (1414). The ridge, at an
average height of 1300 feet, provides many opportunities for
cover. Overland blockaders should be physically prepared for 3
strenuous hike of a minimum of 6 miles, or more if 2 more
circuitous route is necessary. Packs should be kept small, due
to the rugged terrain and dense vegetation.

Diablo is not the only corporate exploitation of these
beautiful and sacred lands. At Point Concepcion, to the south,
Western LNG Associates, subsidiary of Pacific Lighting Corp.,
and PG&E, plans to construct a liquid natural gas (LNG) port
and storage facility. Point Concepcion is the Western Gate of
the Native Peoples of this land. Through this sacred place all
Spirits pass onward from this life. The Chumash, keepers of the
Western Gate, have lived on this land for over 40,000 years.
These corporations are once again threatening the land, life-
style and lives of Native Americans,

AP ORI
R
BRI TR




Point Concepcion is one of the most seismically active
regions in the U.S. Five suspected or confirmed surface faults
threaten quakes measuring up to 7.5 on the Richter scale.
The Arroyo fault lies direcdy under the proposed site of a
550,000 gallon LNG tank. Point Concepcion has some of the
most treacherous wind and surf conditions on the Pacific
coast, which will endanger the off-loading process. Finally, it
is directly under the test missile firing path of Vandenburg
Air Force Base.

Thirty miles north of San Luis Obispo, the Lomex Corp.
is planning to place as many as 145 core drills for uranium in
the La Panza area of the Los Padres National Forest. All of the
drilling sites are on Chumash sacred land. One of the proposed
sites is on the grazing land of the Red Wind (Native American)

‘Community, and is % mile from their wells. All 3 sites are on

or adjacent to the Navajo, McGinnes and Comatti Creeks,
which comprise a large part of the San Luis Obispo County
watershed, and which flow into the Shandon and Salinas water
basin.

The Hi Mountain and Bear Trap Condor preserves are
just. a fcyv miles from the proposed drilling sites. The nearly
exunct condor ranges for 30 miles. An cighth of a mile away,
endangered peregrin falcons flourish in the Red Wind Preserve.
On Sept. 22, 1980, the SLO Board of Supervisors refused to
request a 3 year moratorium on uranium drilling to study the
environmental impact.

Just this October, the U.S. government decided to offer
leases in the Santa Maria basin for exploratory oil drilling. The

central coast of California seems to be fast becoming another
“National Sacrifice” area. Yo
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This 1Is one of the PG&E powerline
access roads. It leads to Diablo
Canyon. It is a long and twisty
10-12 miles through the Irish Hills.
No water, be sure you have plenty.
And a compass isn't such a bad

idea either.

B Further and more extensive maps and site
| photos will follow in handbook supplements]
§ to affinity groups and interested folks.

It is recommended that you obtzian U.S§.

Geological Survey topographical maps of

the area: '
Port San Luis 7.5
Morro Bay South 7.5'
Pismo Beach 7.5

photorevised 1879y
photorevised 19738}
photorevised 14¢7%

You can get these maps from mountain shops

fseles, Denver, Washington D.C., or Reston,
fVirginia.

§ Take time to learn how to read topo maps;

or U.5.G.8. offices in Menlo Park, Los An-

b

it isn't hard, and they give a wonderful
feel for the land surface.
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