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International Day 1983 Handbook 

Handbooks - free online
PDFs of activist handbooks from 
Diablo Canyon, Livermore Lab,  
the Pledge of Resistance, and more

Handbooks contain site-specific 
information, plus a wealth of articles 
and tips for actions at any site. Pages are 
copyright-free and can be adapted for 
your organizing.

Visit www.DirectAction.org/handbook/

After a 1982 protest at Livermore Nuclear Weapons Lab near San Francisco 
drew 5000 protesters and led to 1300 arrests, organizers called for a similar 
protest in June 1983 — and invited the rest of the world to join in an 
International Day of Nuclear Disarmament.

The ambitious proposal met a mixed response, drawing little support from the 
traditional Left. But several hundred grassroots anti-nuke groups across North 
America and Western Europe as well as scattered participation from Japan, 
Australia, Mexico, and several other countries.

The story of this and related actions, resulting in thousands of arrests, form the 
narrative of Direct Action: An Historical Novel by Luke Hauser. A complete list 
of participating groups and cities can be found in the book’s appendix.

This handbook (produced by Livermore Action Group and adapted from earlier 
LAG, Diablo Canyon and Seabrook publications) includes background and 
organizing information that is still timely and valuable. (For Livermore site info, 
see the Livermore 1982 handbook.)

Download more direct action handbooks at: DirectAction.org/handbook/

Photo: April 2011 protest at CPUC hearing on Diablo Canyon. By Luke Hauser.
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