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After a successful 1981 protest that derailed the Diablo Canyon nuclear power 
plant for several years, anti-nuke activists in California turned their attention to 
the nuclear arms race that was exploding under the new Reagan regime. 

Two federally-funded weapons labs — Livermore Lab near San Francisco, and 
Los Alamos Lab in New Mexico — design virtually all nuclear weapons systems 
the U.S. has ever developed. Both weapons labs are technically operated by the 
University of California, with offices in Berkeley and Oakland. 

In June 1982, after a nine-month organizing campaign, 1300 people were 
arrested in a nonviolent blockade of Livermore Lab. Protesters spent 2-3 days in 
jail and made the previously secretive weapons lab front page news. The story of 
this and subsequent actions, resulting in thousands of arrests, form the narrative 
of Direct Action: An Historical Novel by Luke Hauser.

This handbook (produced by Livermore Action Group and adapted from earlier 
Diablo Canyon and Seabrook publications) includes background, site, and 
organizing information that is still timely and valuable. 

Download more direct action handbooks at: DirectAction.org/handbook/

Photo: April 2011 protest at CPUC hearing on Diablo Canyon. By Luke Hauser.
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