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In the early 1980s, direct action in Northern California focused on nuclear 
issues. As the Reagan regime mounted pressure on liberation movements in 
Central America, support networks grew up in West Coast cities. Emigres, 
activists, and faith-based groups came together both to pressure Congress (then 
nominally controlled by Democrats) and to mount civil disobedience campaigns 
aimed at disrupting federal policies.

One successful organizing model was the Pledge of Resistance. In the Bay Area 
and elsewhere, people signed a pledge to commit civil disobedience in the event 
of US military action in Central America. Thousands of people signed the Pledge, 
and it may have played a role in preventing direct military action by the US.

Instead, the CIA illegally funded right-wing rebels and hit squads throughout 
Central America. In Spring 1985, the Pledge called a direct action at the San 
Francisco Federal Building in protest of US policies. Almost 800 people were 
arrested, and many more were arrested in related actions during those years.

This handbook, from a 1986 action, includes background and organizing info 
that is still timely and valuable. Download more direct action handbooks at: 
DirectAction.org/handbook/

Photo: April 2011 protest at CPUC hearing on Diablo Canyon. By Luke Hauser.
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