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Who Were the Diggers?
An Essay About Our Radical Forebears
In April 1649, a group of about a dozen men and women broke ground on 
disused land outside London, in hopes of estab;ishing an agricultural commune.

The Diggers and their kindred 
groups were part of the incredible 
milieu of the English Civil War of 
the 1640s – one of the most open 
and inspiring periods of European 
history.

Although dispersed by landlords’ 
thugs, the Diggers’ efforts have 
echoed down through history, 
inspiring groups klike Reclaiming, 
Food Not Bombs, and others.

This short essay is one of about 20 history articles on our website, including 
Luke Hauser’s latest, Our Magical Ancestors – a 40-page illustrated survey of 
our lineages – see below.

History essays: WeaveAndSpin.org/history/

also available from the RQ Archives

Our Magical Ancestors – an Illustrated essay
How did we get here? Where are we coming from? We’ll examine familiar and 
obscure sources ranging from magical to political to cultural, looking at what 
each offers to modern practicing Pagans.

This 40-page illustrated essay surveys our magical and spiritual roots 
from ancient Egypt and 
Mesopotamia to Gardner and 
Gimbutas.

A second section looks at 
activist and cultural roots.

“Presents an enormous amount 
of material in a very attractive 
and readable way.”

– Michael D. Bailey, 
Associate Editor: Magic, 

Ritual, & Witchcraft

WeaveAndSpin.org/history
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Reclaiming Archives – 
Free Online!
Back 
issues of 
Reclaiming 
Quarterly — 
60+ pages of 
Witchcraft 
and Magical 
Activism – 
are available 
as free 
downloadable 
PDF files at 
RQ.org

Plus 
you’ll find lots of other features on 
gender, magic, ritual, Tarot, music, 
activism, and much more!

Visit WeaveAndSpin.org/archives

Reclaiming Quarterly   •   PO Box 14404, San Francisco, CA 94114   •   quarterly@reclaiming.org   •   WeaveAndSpin.org

Reclaiming Music CDs
Chants & Music available online

Reclaiming has released five albums of 
Earth-based chants and music. 

Albums feature many favorite witchcamp 
chants, including songs by Starhawk and 
others, recorded by a mixed chorus plus 
conga, guitar, fiddle, and more.

Listen free at all streaming sites.

Visit WeaveAndSpin.org/playlists












